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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

I. General Remarks 

Applicants respectfully request that the above amendments be entered, and further 
request reconsideration in light of the amendments and remarks contained herein. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendments made herein add no new 
matter to the application and are supported by the specification as originally-filed. All the 
amendments are made in a good faith effort to advance the prosecution on the merits of this case. 
Applicants thank the Examiner for his careful consideration of this application, including the 
references Applicants have submitted. 

II. Disposition of the Claims 

At the time of the Final Office Action, claims 1-30, 34, 36-40, and 72-105 were 
pending. Claims 1, 2, 7, 19, 27, 30, 34, 38, 39, 72, 73, 78, 90, 98, 101, 104 and 105 stand 
rejected, and claims 3-6, 8-18, 20-26, 28, 29, 36, 37, 40, 74-77, 79-89, 91, 92, 99, 100, 102, and 
103 are objected to. In this response, Applicants have amended claims 1,9, 10, 72, and 83-85, 
and cancelled claims 7, 8, 11-14, and 78-82. Applicants respectfully submit that these 
amendments add no new matter to the application and are supported by the specification as 
originally filed. Applicants reserve their rights to take up prosecution on the claims as originally 
filed in this or an appropriate continuation, continuation-in-part, or divisional application. 

III. Remarks Regarding Claim 72 

The Examiner has indicated that the specification contains no support for the 
limitation of claim 72 of "wherein the temperature in the interval is above about 300° F." 
Applicants have amended the specification to provide support for this limitation. Applicants 
respectfully submit that this amendment adds no new matter to the specification because, as 
noted by the Examiner, this limitation was included in claim 34 of the application as filed. See 
MPEP 608.01(1). 

The Examiner has further stated that "should claim 34 be found allowable, claim 
72 will be objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof." (Final 
Office Action at 2.) Applicants have amended claim 72 herein to recite the limitation of 
"wherein the furan-based resin comprises a phenol/phenol formaldehyde/furfuryl alcohol resin." 
Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 72, as amended herein, is not a substantial 
duplicate of any currently pending claim. 
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IV. Remarks Regarding Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

Claims 1, 2, 7, 19, 27, 30, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,399,866 issued to Dearth (hereinafter "Dearth"). Applicants have 
amended claim 1 to include the limitation of dependent claim 8 (along with intervening 
dependent claim 7), which the Examiner has indicated is allowable. (Final Office Action at 5.) 
Claim 7 has been cancelled herein. Claims 2, 19, 27, 30, and 39 depend, either directly or 
indirectly, from independent claim 1 and therefore include all the elements of the independent 
claim. See 35 U.S.C. § 112 Tf 4 (2004). Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
this rejection. 

V. Remarks Regarding Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 34, 38, 72, 73, 78, 90, 98, 101, 104, and 105 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dearth. As discussed above in Section IV, Applicants have 
amended claim 1 herein to include the limitation of dependent claim 8 (along with intervening 
dependent claim 7), which the Examiner has indicated is allowable. (Final Office Action at 5.) 
Furthermore, Applicants have amended claim 72 herein in a manner such that it recites all of the 
limitations of claim 82, which the Examiner has also indicated is allowable. Id. Claims 34, 38, 
73, 78, 90, 98, 101, 104, and 105 depend, either directly or indirectly, from independent claims 1 
or 72 and therefore include all the elements of the independent claim from which they each 
depend. See 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 J 4 (2004). Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal 
of this rejection. 

VI. No Waiver 

All of Applicants' arguments and amendments are without prejudice or 
disclaimer. Additionally, Applicants have merely discussed example distinctions from the cited 
references. Other distinctions may exist, and Applicants reserve the right to discuss these 
additional distinctions in a later Response or on Appeal, if appropriate. By not responding to 
additional statements made by the Examiner, Applicants do not acquiesce to the Examiner's 
additional statements. The example distinctions discussed by Applicants are sufficient to 
overcome the rejections in the Final Office Action. 

SUMMARY 

In light of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the outstanding objections and rejections. Applicants further submit that the 
application is now in condition for allowance, and earnestly solicit timely notice of the same. 
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Because this response has been timely filed, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 
issue an advisory action if the Examiner does not find the claims to be allowable in light of the 
amendments and remarks made herein. Should the Examiner have any questions, comments or 
suggestions in furtherance of the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the attorney of record by telephone, facsimile, or electronic mail. 

Applicants believe that no fees are due in association with the filing of this 
response. Should the Commissioner deem that any fees are due, including any fees for 
extensions of time, the Commissioner is authorized to debit Baker Botts L.L.P. Deposit Account 
No. 02-0383, Order Number 063718.0357, for any underpayment of fees that may be due in 
association with this filing. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Larissa A. Piccardo 

Registration No. 60,448 

BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 

One Shell Plaza 

910 Louisiana 

Houston, TX 77002 

Telephone: 713.229.1465 

Facsimile: 713.229.7765 

Email: larissa.piccardo@bakerbotts.com 

Date: November 12, 2007 
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